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Secret Service Head 
Hits Probe limits 


By Jeremiah O’Leary 

Washington Star Staff Writer 

The Secret Service chief says he 
believes Justice Department restric- 
tions and new legislation are limiting 
the intelligence information his 
, agents need to protect the president. 

; But a Justice Department spokes- 
man, agreeing that the volume of 
intelligence is lower, insists that the 
quality of intelligence remains good. 

H.S. Knight, director of the Secret 
Service, said yesterday there is less 
information available for protecting 
the president because of 1975 guide- 
lines imposed by the attorney 
general to prevent abuses in domes- 
tic intelligence. 

In testimony at the last of the 
House Assassinations Committee’s 
hearings into the slayings of Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy and Martin 
Luther King Jr., Knight said the Se- 
cret Service depends to a. large ex- 
tent on information it receives from 
the FBI about potentially dangerous 
persons or possible assassins. 

"WE NO LONGER get information 
on groups which we think we should 
be receiving, those which urge vio- 
lence or tell how to make bombs,” 
Knight testified. 

However, Deputy Attorney 
General Benjamin Civiletti testified 
that although the the FBI passes 
along “only a fraction” of the infor- 
mation it used to give to- the Secret. 
Service, the quality of intelligence 
has improved, 

“To the extent there is a loss in 
quantity there is the possible loss of a 
piece of information that might prove 
•valuable,” Civiletti: said. But. he 
added, “the bureau - (FBI)- feels it 
provides information which is as 
good as information received in the 
past in terms of quality and in terms 
of being relevant to likelv criminal 
acts. ... 

“Right now I have no knowledge. 
I’ve seen no studies* I have no infor- 
mation which indicates that an in- 
crease . . . of security investigations 
would lead to any positive increase in 
protection,” Civiletti said. 


THE BANK PRIVACY, Act passed 
in the last Congress also restricts the 
amount of information the Secret 
Service can compile, although about 
100 days will pass before the Justice 
Department comes up with the pre- 
cise details of how this law will affect 
security officials responsible for the 
safety of the president of the United 
States. 

- Chairman Louis Stokes, D-Ohio, 
and other committee members spent 
the last two days questioning officials 
of the FBI, CIA, Justice Department 
and Secret Service about legislation 
that might be recommended in the 
committee’s final report on the 
Kennedy and King cases. 

The committee will vote Dec. 22 on 
its final report, including its opinion 
of how the two victims were killed, 
and the report is expected to be made 
public Dec. 31. ... 

Knight testified that he doubted, 
capital punishment would be a deter-, 
rent to anyone determined to kill a 
president. 

HE ALSO REACTED in lukewarm ! 
fashion when Rep. Robert Edgar, D--I 
Pa., asked if Knight thought gun-con- ' 
trol legislation would heip the Secret i 
Service protect a president. Knight 
said it might be of some help if the? 
legislation served to keep weapons 
out of the hands of the mentally ill or i 
those with criminal records. . 

/ Knight was asked what the Secret. : 
Service could do if it had. reason to t 
: believe the president should not go to 1 
a certain area. j 

Knight said ' the Secret Service/ 
aLways sends advance agents, al- i 
though the FBI is not always in- j 
-formed of presidential trips and : 
itineraries, and works closely with: 
'the presidential staff advance group, i 
He indicated the Secret Service: 
could argue against a trip considered,! 
dangerous but said,’ “You cannot; 
keep a president totally out of public- 
view in a free society. In the past we : 
have recommended strongly that aj 
president should not engage- in cer-i 
tain activities or go to certain places,! 
and that advice has been taken.” j 



